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St. Petersburg and the Enlarged EU

EXCLUSIVE BALTINFO INTERVIEW WITH VALENTINA MATVIENKO, GOVERNOR OF ST. PETERSBURG

Valentina Matvienko, Governor of St. Petersburg, appreciates the many partnerships
the city enjoys with Baltic Sea subregions and cities.

Baltinfo: The City of St. Petersburg is the
largest metropolis in the Baltic Sea region
(BSR), with 4.6 million inhabitants. It
owes its uniqueness to its geographical lo-
cation: it is situated at Russias edge and
has a close proximity to the member
states of the European Union. Do you ex-
pect the EU enlargement to bring a new
impetus to the development of the exter-
nal relations and economic links of St. Pe-
tersburg? To what extent may external re-
lations priorities be adjusted?

Valentina Matvienko: The founder of St.
Petersburg, Peter the Great, ingeniously
foresaw three centuries ago all the advan-
tages that the city’s location could have.
Our city offers its partners opportunities
for networking with both the central
parts of Russia and the new independent
states. Our city is a gateway between Eu-
rope and Asia.
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Without doubt, the EU enlargement
brings changes to the relationship between
St. Petersburg and the ten new EU mem-
bers, as well as with all Baltic Sea coun-
tries. The Russian Federation will connect
with the new “ten” not only via bilateral
treaties and agreements, but also through
existing legal instruments regarding its re-
lationship with the EU. These are in, par-
ticular, the EU — Russia Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement (1997), as well as
the Common Strategy of the European
Union on Russia and the Russian Federa-
tion’s Medium-term Strategy for develop-
ing relations with the European Union
(2000-2010).

At the same time, the EU enlargement
will impact the socio-economic structure,
the development of new industry and ser-
vice sectors. Outdated and non-competi-

tive sectors will be phased out. One can

expect changes in the market and in the
types of raw materials that are required.
These changes could trigger a creation of
new commodity groups in the trade be-
tween St. Petersburg and the new EU
members.

St. Petersburg expects that the new
“ten” may influence the overall policies of
the EU. One such area of influence could
be the EU Northern Dimension Policy,
which owes its creation to the active in-
volvement of Finland and Sweden in
1997. It is hoped that similar initiatives
can be developed.

Baltinfo: In your view, will the interac-
tion between the Baltic Sea states remain
an important sphere of cooperation after
the EU enlargement, or does it risk losing
topicality? What are the common tasks
that the neighbours around Baltic Sea
should focus their efforts on?

Matvienko: The Government of St. Pe-
tersburg finds the cooperation with coun-
tries of the Baltic Sea region one of its pri-
orities both for external relations and for-
Main
could be: economy and trade, the envi-

eign-economic  activities. areas
ronment, development of the informa-
tion society and technologies, culture, ed-
ucation and exchange of information and
tourism. A priority should also be to es-
tablish efficient machinery for promoting
joint projects and applying for funding
from relevant financial institutions (the
the Nordic

Council of Ministers). The potential of

European Commission,

St. Petersburg as a centre of transit traffic
and transport throughways should be
used more actively.

Baltinfo: St. Petersburg has participated
in CBSS activities indirectly — through
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the CBSS-related subregional organisa-
tions such as the Union of the Baltic
Cities (UBC) and the Baltic Sea States
Subregional Cooperation (BSSSC). Do
you envisage increasing the level of inter-
action with different organisations and
structures in the Baltic Sea region follow-
ing the changes in the European environ-
ment? Is it appropriate to assume that St.
Petersburg is ready to become a leader of
the Russian North-West regions in the
Baltic Sea cooperation?

Matvienko: The Government of St. Pe-
tersburg highly appreciates the role of the
CBSS as an intergovernmental organisa-
tion that provides a platform for taking
important political decisions. The CBSS
also takes Russia’s opinions and interests
into account. The EU enlargement would
increase the significance of the Council
when it comes to taking up topical issues
of international cooperation. The existing
system of Baltic Sea organisations and
subregional structures is being guided by
CBSS decisions.

The Government of St. Petersburg is
willing to make full use of the potential
for cooperation in the BSR, including
such organisations as BSSSC, UBC, and
the Baltic Sea Metropolises Network. The
Baltic Development Forum, the annual
meeting of which the delegation of St. Pe-
tersburg has been attending, is also one of
the vital forums of cooperation. Based on
relevant suggestions from St. Petersburg,
the Russian delegation to BDF Summits
has always put forward proposals for vari-
ous CBSS activities. The Baltic Sea States
subregions are keen on including the City
of St. Petersburg as an equal partner in all
possible joint initiatives emanating from
the largest cities of the Baltic Sea region,
despite the fact that St. Petersburg is not a
EU city.

The leadership of St. Petersburg among
other regions of the Russian North-West
in co-operation around the Baltic Sea area
is natural. We have a considerable scien-
tific, technical and cultural potential to-
gether with a developed transport infra-
structure, including one of the most im-
portant ports in the Baltic Sea. St. Peters-
burg is called the second capital in Russia;

one could also label it the core of the
Russian North-West.

Baltinfo: The CBSS is keen on promot-
ing and further developing cross-border
cooperation (CBC) in the region, espe-
cially within the areas adjacent to the new
“external” EU border. For this reason
CBSS is consolidating its efforts with the
Nordic Council of Ministers in order to
create a pilot project in this area. How
important was the cross-border coopera-
tion with foreign partners, particularly
with Finland, for St. Petersburg during
recent years, and how successful was it? In
which forms and directions should the fu-
ture CBC take place with the countries of
the enlarged EU and EEA countries?
Matvienko: St. Petersburg pays consider-
able attention to the development of
cross-border cooperation. For example,
one could mention projects within the
scope of activities of the UBC on Infor-
mation Society, which the City of St. Pe-
tersburg has the privilege of chairing. The
long-term programmes of cooperation
between St. Petersburg and the cities of
Tallinn and Narva (Estonia), Vilnius
(Lithuania), Helsinki, Turku and Tam-
pere (Finland), are also of major impor-
tance. Due to the fact that subregions of
the Baltic Sea are adjacent, the EU en-
largement will entail a need to improve
cross-border and trans-frontier coopera-
tion in the region.

Baltinfo: St. Petersburg is a renowned
cultural and educational centre of Russia.
Culture and education also rank high on
the CBSS agenda. Referring to the St. Pe-
tersburg Declaration, adopted at the VI
Conference of the Baltic Sea States’ Min-
isters of Culture in St. Petersburg in De-
cember 2003, how important would you
judge activities of CBSS structures such
as the Baltic Sea Monitoring Group on
Heritage Cooperation, the Ars Baltica
Organising Committee, and the idea of
launching a joint Baltic Sea Music Festi-
val? Does the city intend to put forward
any of its own initiatives on enhancing
cultural cooperation in the region?

Matvienko: The celebrations of the 300th

anniversary of St. DPetersburg last year
highlighted the city’s role as the cultural
capital of Russia. Every year the theatres,
museums and palaces of our city attract
tourists from all over the world. One can
compare favourably the education level of
the city’s inhabitants with the level in
most developed European cities. We
greatly appreciate the activities of the
Baltic Sea Monitoring Group on Heritage
Cooperation and the Ars Baltica Organis-
ing Committee.

Since 1991 St. Petersburg has regularly
hosted the International Theatre Festival
“Baltic Home”. It seeks to restore and
widen the fading cultural links with Esto-
nia, Latvia and Lithuania, which were tra-
ditionally linked to the cultural space of
St. Petersburg. This endeavour could be a
tangible contribution to cultural ex-
changes between the countries con-
cerned. As for the joint Baltic Sea Music
Festival, the City of St. Petersburg ex-
presses its readiness to take part in this
initiative.

We invite all BSR countries to partici-
pate in an international competition to
create a design for the Square of Europe in
St. Petersburg, which was inaugurated in
autumn 2003. The terms and timing of
the competition will be announced short-
ly. All are also invited to take part in the
project “Russian Route in Europe”, which
aims to place special plaques in European
cities visited by prominent Russian fig-
ures. This project is established in con-
junction with the one called “The Euro-
pean Route in St. Petersburg”.

Baltinfo: How do you assess the efficien-
cy of the EU Northern Dimension policy
towards the Russian North-West, and es-
pecially St. Petersburg? Do you see areas
where additional partnerships, besides the
ND Environmental Partnership and ND
Partnership on Public Health and Social
Well-being, could be established in the
region to promote cooperation with Rus-
sia?

Matvienko: We proceed from the point
of view that the Finnish initiative on the
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Hurepspro ¢ I'yoepuaropom CaHkr -
IlerepOypra, BasenTrHOMU
MarBueHKO, AAT €5KEMECIIHOIO

uspaanua CI'bBM “BALTINFO”

Baltinfo: Canxr - ITerepGypr araserca
CaMBIM KpynHbIM ropoaoM Baaruiickoro
pernona ¢ HaceAeHHeM B 4.6 MAH. XKHTeA€H.
YHAKaALHOCTb TOPOAA CBA3AHA C €r0
reorpadnueCKHM PaCIOAOKEHHEM: OH
BO3BeAEH Ha kparo Poccun, mo coceacrny
co crpanamn Eppocoto3a. Craner an
pacumupenne EC HOBbIM HMOYABCOM AAR
P23BHTHA MEXKAYHAPOAHEIX CBA3CH H
BHCIHCIKOHOMHYCCKHX OTHOIICHHI
Ilerepbypra? Kax B aroii cBa3u MOryT
H3MEHHTBCA NPHOPHTETHI BHELIHAX
CHOIHEHHH ropoaa?

Ocnopareab Caukr-IlerepGypra Ierp
Beankuit reHHAALHO IIPEAYTAAAA TP¥ Beka
Ha3aA BCE BHTOABI, KOTOPHIE CYAMT CTOAb
yAauHOE pacrioAokeHue ropoaa. Ceroans
HAIIf TOPOA OTKPHBAET CBOUM ITapTHEPaM
BO3SMOMHOCTH KOHTAKTOB KaK C PETMIOHAMH
meHTpasbHOi Poccnn, Tak u co crpatamu
CHI'". Hanr ropoA ~ mpAMbie BOPOTa AAS
Espomm B Asnio.

Bue Bcakoro comuenus, pacimuperne
Esponeiickoro coro3a BpUBEACT K
U3MEHEHMAM B OTHOMIEHHAX CaHKT-
IleTepbypra He TOABKO C ACCATBIO HOBBLIMH
uyaeHamHu EBpocoro3a, HO 1 €O BceMH
crpanHamu pernoHa baarniickoro mops. B
TIEPBYIO OYEPEAD, 3TO CBA3AHO C TEM, 9TO
Poccuiickan Peaepaliva B CBONX KOHTAKTAX C
HOBHIMHU cTpaHamu-uaeHamu EC 6yaer
PYKOBOACTBOBATbCH HE TOABKO
ABYCTOPOHHHUMHM AOTOBOPaMHM H
COTAANIEHHAMH, HO M CYINECTBYIOLIeH
AOTOBOPHO-TIPaBOBO# 62301 B OTHOIICHHAX
c Espornretickim Corosom. B wactroctH,
CoraamenneM 0 MapTHEPCTBE U
corpyarmndectse (CIIC) 1997 roaa u
«CTpaterueii pa3ssHTHA OTHOLIEHHI
Poccuiickoit ®eaeparrnu v Esporneiickoro
Col032 Ha CPEAHECPOYHYIO NEPCITEKTHBY
(2000 - 2010)».

BwmecTe ¢ tem, BCTyniAeHme HOBHIX CIpaH B
Esponetickuit coro3 npuBeaet K
3HAYMTEABHEIM U3MEHEHHAM B HX
COIMAABHO-3KOHOMHYECKOH CTPYKTYpE,
PA3BUTHIO HOBHX OTPAaCAEH
MPOMBILIIACHHOCTH 1 CHEPH YCAYT.
OAHOBPEMEHHO, ITOA BAVAHHCM
OOBEKTHBHEX (DaKTOPOB DYAET HPOHCXOAUTD
MOCTENEHHKH OTXOA OT YCTAPEBINHX H
HEKOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHKX oTpacaeii. Ctout
OMHAATD TAI0KE M3MEHEHUSA B TPAAHLIIOHHBIX
HCTOYHHKAX TOAYYCHHSA CHIPbCBHIX PECYPCOB
W PHIHKAX cOBTa TOTOBOM MPOAYKuMK. B
CHAY 3THX MPHUYHH, B 9aCTHOCTH, B
ToBapoobopote Mexay Canxr-Ilerepbyprom
n HoBbiMU YAeHaMu EC moryT nossuThca
HOBBIC TOBAPHHIC TPYITITH.
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Cankr-IleTepGypr MoXeT 0XHAQTD, 4TO
KOHKPETHbIE IPHOPHTETH TOANTHKH HOBHX
crpas Espocorosa nmopansior Ha obime
Hanpasaenua noautnxu EC. B kasecrse
MPUMEPA MOMKHO NIPUBECTH HHHLMATHBY
Ceneproro nsmepenns EC, kotopas 6uiaa
co3aana B 1997 roay noa Bansanem
OunanHaun U 1IBermu. Ecte ocnobanus
HAAEATbCA, YTO [TOAODHBE HHULIHATHBE
TTOABATCA M B OyAyILIEM.

Baltinfo: Cunrraere au Bpi, uto
B3aHMOAeiicTBre crpan Basruiickoro
PErHOHA OCTAHETCA BaXKHOM chepoit
COTPyAHRUECTBA MocAe pacimpenns EC,
HAM K€ OHO PHCKYET HOTCPATH
axryassHOCTH? Ha pemennun xaknx
COBMECTHBIX 33Aa4 CACAOB2AO OBl
COCPEAOTOYHTBCA COCEAAMH IO
Baarniickomy Mopio?

Hpasuteancrso Cankr-IlerepGypra canmaer
COTPYAHHMYECTBO CO CTPaHAMH PETHOHA
baaTulickoro Mops OAHHM H3 IPHOPHTETOB
CBOEH MEKAYHAPOAHOH M
BHEITHESKOHOMHYECKOH ACATCABHOCTH.

Ansi cozpanma yCAOBHIT GoAee TECHOTO
B3aMMOACHCTBIS HEODXOAMMO PEIlIaTh 3aA24H,
TIPEKAE BCETO, B TAKHX ODAACTX, KAK: TOPIOBO-
SKOHOMHHYECKOE COTPYAHHYECTBO; 3AIHTA
OKDYXAIOIIEH CPEAB; Pa3BHTHE
unhopMaIMOHHOTro 0bmIECTBa 1
HH(OPMALMOHHHX TEXHOAOTHIA; Pa3BUTHE
notenuuasa Cankr-Ilerepbypra xax menrpa
TPAH3UTHHX [IEPEBO3OK M TPAHCHOPTHHX
KOPHAOPOB; Pa3BHTHE COTPYAHHUCCTBA B
0BAACTH KyABTYPHI, 00pasoBaHus, oOMena
nH(pOpMALHEi 1 TYpHU3Ma; CO3AAHHE

3 PEeKTHBHOTO MEXaHM3Ma ITPOABIDKEHUA
COBMECTHHX MPOEKTOB AAA (PHHAHCHPOBIHHA
COOTBETCTBYIOIHMH (PHHAHCOBBIMU
unctutyTamu (Esponeiickas Komuccns, Coper
MunucrpoB CeBepHBIX CTpaH M Ap.)-

Baltinfo: Cankr - ITerepGypr npuuumaer
yuaacrue B AeaTeabnOCTH CI'BM He *
HANPAMYIO, 3 KOCBEHHBIN 00pa3oM - uepes
YACHCTBO B CyOPEerHOHaABHBIX
OpPranH3aNHAX, KaK, HanpuMep, Coro3
Baatutickux ropoaos, Kondepennua
cybpernonos rocyaapcrs baaruiickoro
mopsa. Hamepen an Cankr ~ IlerepSypr
HAPAINABATH YPOBCHL B3AUMOACHCTBHA C
APyruME AckicrByromamy Ha Bastuxe
OPraHH3alHAMH H CTPYKTYPaMH B
YCAOBHAX HOBOTO IIOAHTHYECKOIO PACKA3AA
cua B Espone? Moxno An, no-samemy,
N0AAraTh, 4To Cankr - IlerepGypr roros
3aHATH AMAMPYIOIIYIO HO3HIMIO CPEAR
peruonor pocchiickoro Cesepo-3anaaa B
OCyIIECTBACHHH COTPYAHHYECTBA HA
Baaruke?

Ipasureabcrso Cankr-Ilerepbypra srcoko
uernT poab Cosera I'ocyaapets Baatuiickoro
MOp# Kak MEXTPABHTEABCTBEHHOH
OPTraHH3aLHH, ABASIOIENCH BaXHeAIEH
MA2TOPMOI AAS TIPHHATHS 3HAYMMBIX
noAnTHYeCkux penrenuid. B gpsasn ¢
pacumpenuem EC ycuaupaeics snagenme
CI'BM 110 06cyA€HHIO aKTyaAbHBIX BOIIPOCOB
MEKAYHAPOAHOTO COTPYAHHYECTBA. ¢
CAOMHBIIAACA CHCTEMA MEKAYHAPOAHBIX
OPTaHH3AIIHH, IOCTOAHHO ACHCTBYIOLINX
cybperroHaabHbIX hopymos baarukn
onuparorcs Ha pemteana CTBM, uto aenaer
CoBet BOXHHM HHCTPYMEHTOM PETHOHAABHOTO
COTPYAHHYECTBA, B 3HAUHTCABHOH Mepe
YYHTHIBAFOIMM MHEHHE 1 HHTEpecH PoccHn.

Ipasuteabcro Cankr-IlerepOypra Hamepeno
HCTIOAB30BATD BCE CYIIECTBYIOIIHE B PETHOHE
Baamiiickoro Mops pesepBu coTpyaHHYECTBa,
B TOM 4HCA€ CBA3AHHHIE C ACATEABHOCTBIO
TaKHX MEKAYHAPOAHKIX OPTaHH3ALINH, KAk
Coro3 Baatuiickux ropoaos, Opranmzatms
CYOpErOHAABHOTO COTPYAHHHYECTBA PETHOHOB
Baamtickoro Mops, mexayrapoaHas Cets
«baaTuiickue METPOIIOAMED H T.A.
Baxelinmmm HHCTPYMEHTOM COTPYAHHYECTBA
ABAsieTCA Tatloke baaTuiickmii popym passurus,
B 32CE€AAHMAX KOTOPOTO EKEFOAHO IIPHHHUMAET
yuactue seaeranms Cankr-1lerepbypra.
Ipeanomenus Canxr-Ilerepbypra no
HanpaBAcHUAM AesiteabHocTH CITBM
€XETOAHO BKAIOYAIOTCA B COCTaB
npearoxeHnin Poccuiickoi aeaeraimu.
Cybperuonsr crpan Baatuiickoro mops
TTOATBEPHAAIOT BAXHOCTb BKAIOYeHHA CaHKT
Tlerepbypra Bo Bce COBMECTHHE HHULMATHBH
KPYIHEHLIMX TOPOAOB pervona Baatniickoro
MOpAl B KaYeCTBE PABHOITPABHOTO ITAPTHEPA,
HECMOTPA Ha TO, YTO TOPOA PACTIOAOKEH Ha
TEPPHUTOPHH TOCYAAPCTBA, HE ABAAIOLEIOCH
qyaenoM EC.

Awaepcrso Canxr-Ilerepbypra cpean
ocraabHbiX pernoHos Cesepo-3arapa Poccun
B OCYILIECTBACHHH COTPyAHHMYECTBa Ha Baatnke
oueBHAHO. Mul 06AaAaeM GOABIITIM Hay4HO-
TEXHHYECKUM H KYABTYPHHIM ITOTECHIIAAOM,
PAa3BUTOM TPRHCHOPTHOHN MHQPACTPYKTYPOH,
OAHHM M3 KpPyNHeHImx nopros B Baatniickom
Mope.

Canxr-Iletepbypr HasuBaroT BTOPOit
croaurieit Poccuu, Taloke €ro 1o npaBy MOXHO
Hazpathb neHTpoM CeBepo-3amaaa Pocenn.

Baltinfo: IToompenne B Aaabnelimee
PA3BHTHE NPHUIPAHAIHOTO
COTPYAHHUECTBA B PETHOHE, B
0COOCHHOCTH, B PaHOHAX, IPHACTAIOIMX K
T.H. HOBO#H “BHemnei” rpanane EC,
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ABAACTCA OAHO¥ M3 MPHOPATECTHBIX 332424
Aaa CTBM. B sux ueasx Coser
oObeannser ceon ycnana ¢ Coserom
MHHHCTPOB CeBepHBIX CTPaH C TeM, 9T00bI
BLIPAGOTATE B 3TOH 0GAACTH NHAOTHBIK
npoexr. Hackoabko BaxusiM As Cankt -
ITerepOypra 0cTaBaAOCH B IIOCACAHHE FOABI
NIPUIPaHHYHOE COTPYAHHUYECTBO C
HMHOCTPaHHLIMH IAPTHEPAMH H, B
ocobennocTa ¢ PuBAAHAKEIH, H HACKOABKO
ono 6b1a0 yenemmeuiM? B xaxnx ¢gopmax u
B KAKOM HALIPABACHHH, [10-BAIIEMY,
AOAMKHO AZABIIIE PA3BHBATHCA
OPHIPAHAYHOE COTPYAHHYECTBO CO

crpanamu “HoBoro” Espocoro3a n
Enmponeiickoif 3x0HOMMICCKOH 30HBI?
Canxr-1lerepbypr yaeaser Goabiioe
BHHMAHHE PasBUTHIO TIPUIPAHUYHOIO
COTpyAHMHECTB2. B kauecTse mpuMepos
MOMHO IIPHBECTH CYLIECTBYIOLIHE [IPOCKTH B
pamkax Aesteabsocru Komuccnn mo
nHagopmarronHoMy obmectsy Corosa
BaaTuiicknx TOPOAOB, IPEACEAATEABCTBO B
koropoit npuHaasexut Canxr-Ilerepbypry.
HemaaoBaxHYI0 POAD TalOKe HIPAIOT
MHOTOACTHHE IIPOTPAMMAEI COTPYAHHYECTBA
Canxr-Ilerepbypra ¢ Taaanunom u Happoti
(Ocronns), Buasuiocom (Anrsa), Xeabcunxm,
Typxky, Tammepe (PunaaHANS).

VUuTLBas TO OGCTOATEALCTBO, YTO
cyOperroHn baaTHiickoro Mopa nMeroT
0bIIMe yHaCTKH TPAHHIIH, TO ¥ PACITHPEHHE
EC notpebyer coBeprieHCTBOBAHHS
BOITPOCOB IPUTPAHNYHOTO |
TPAHCTPAHHYIHOTO COTPYAHHHECTBA B
perHoHe.

Baltinfo: Canxr - IerepOypr apanerca
IEPOKO H3BECTHLIM BO BCEM MHpE
KyALTYPHBIM H 00Pa30BaTeALHBIM HEHTPOM
Poccuu. Kak Bam, nasepnoe, yxe
r3BecTHO, B CI'BM BompocaM KyAbTypsI u
obpasoBanna yacasneTcs Gosbioe
puuManne. [Ipannnan o BEIMaHNE
OpEEATYIO Ha nocaeaneii VI Bcrpeue
Mauuucrpos kyabtypst CTBM Canxkr-
Ilerepbyprcxyro Aexaapanmo (Canxr-
ITerepbypr, Acxabps 2003 roaa), HACKOABKO,
O BANIENY, ABAACTCA BAXKHOMH ACATEALHOCTD
Takux crpyxryp CI'BM xax
Hab6atoaaTeabnan rpynna Baaraiickoro
MOPA IO COTPYAHHYECTBY B 00AACTH
Bacacans, Opriomurrer ITporpammsr “Aps-
BaaTnia”? Kak BB TaloKe OTHOCHTECH K
HACE OPTaHH3AIHA COBMECTHOTO
My3bIK2AbHOTO (hecTHBaAR BasTuiickoro
mops? Fimetorcs an y F'opoaa naMepennsn
HPEAAGKETD KAKHE-AHGO HHMITMATHBLI HO
YKPEIACHHRIO KYABTYPHOTO COTPYAHHYECTBA
B permome?

Cankr-Ilerep6ypr Heaapom sBAsETCH
KyAbTypHO# croamnmei Poccun. Tearpu, Mysen
H ABODPIIBN HALIIETO TOPOAA HPHBAEKAIOT
TYPHCTOB CO BCEIO MHPA, YTO AOKA33A0
npasaxosanme 300-aeris Cankr-TlerepGypra.
Vposetp 06pasoBaHus CONEPHHYET C
TOPOAAME HanOOAee PasBUTHX cTpaH EBpornm.
Mn BHCOKO OLIEHHUBACM ACATCABHOCTD
HabaroaateAbHoit rpymin Baaruiickoro mopa

TIO COTPYAHHHECTBY B 0OAACTH HACACAMA H
Oprxomurera [Iporpammu «Apa-baatnka».

C 1991 roaa B Cankr-[letepbypre peryaspuo
NIPOBOAMTCA  MeXAYHAPOAHBIH TeATPaAbHHH
dectupasb «Baatniickuit Aom». OH BO3HHK H3
CTPEMACHHA BOCCTAHOBHTb U PaCLIMPUTH
pacnaBiIHecs KyAbTYPHEIE CBA3H C AaTBHeil,
AwntBoi 1 DcroHneH, TPAAKLIMOHHO
CBA3AHHHMH C NETePOYPrcKoit KyAbTypoO#i.
OprannsaTopn GecTibans MOAArkoT, YTO 3TOT
NPOEKT MOKET CIIOCOBCTBOBATD YTBEPKACHHIO
cratyca Canxcr-Iletepbypra kax kyAsTypHO#
cToAuIIk cTpaH baaTnu, BosHHKHOBEHHIO
HOBHIX TBOPYECKHX KOHTAKTOB, IIOAOKHTD
HAYAAO CO3AQHMIO TEATPAABLHOMN CETH CTPaH
BaaTuiickoro pernomsa, CraTb peaAbHBM
BKAQAOM B Pa3BHTHE KYABTYPHOTO ObMera
MEXAY STHMH CTpaHaMH. MBI TOTOBH
YY2CTBOBATH M B OPTAHM3AIMH MY3HKAABHOTO
¢pecrupaaa Baatniickoro mops.

Mu mpeasaraeM Bcem CTPaHaM PETHOH2
Baaruiickoro Mopa npuHATL yHacTue b
MEKAYHAPOAHOM KOHKYpPCE Ha AYYIIHit
apxXuTEKTypHOE 0(POPMAEHHE AOLIAAN
Erporn B Cankr-IlerepBypre, TopxkecTBeHHO
oTxphrToi ocenbro 2003 roaa. B Garpraiinree
BpeMAl BYAYT 3aABACHH YCAOBHA Y9ACTHA B HEM
U cpoku mpoBeAeHus. Taioxe Mur ITpeasaraem
TIPUHATD YYaCTUE B HpoekTe «Pycckuii MapmpyT
B EBporie», KOTOPHII IIPEAIIOAATAET YCTAHOBKY
MaMATHHX TabAMYeK B TopoAax Ebporns, rae
OniBasn BuAHHE AcsTean Poccnu, o anasornm
¢ npoextoM «EBponeiicknii mapipyr B CaHkT-

Ierep6ypren.

Baltinfo: Kak Ber onenusaere
a¢ppexmaprocTs nosntaxu EC Cepeproe
Wsmepenne (CH) B oTHOmCHNE
poccuiickoro CeBepo-3anaaa, ocobenno,
Caukr ~ IerepGypra? Cymecrsyior sn
06AaCTA COTPYAHHYECTBA, B PAMKAX
KOTOPBIX MOXHO DBIAG Obl CO3AATH
AonoaruTeAsbnbie ITapTHEpCcTB2 AMA
pa3BuTHA coTpyAnnuecTBa ¢ Poccuniickoii
CTOPOHOH, HOMHMO HMCIOIHXCA
ITapmaepcre CH B 06aacTa ax0A0THH, 3
TAIOKE 3APABOOXPAHEHHA H COMMAALHOTO
Gaaromoayunsa?

Mui HCXOAMM H3 TOTO, YTO ITPCAAOKEHHAA
POuuasnanei nanimariea ‘CesepHoe
Hamepenne” GyaeT HarpaBacHa Ha pasBHTHE
€BPOMEHCKOTO COTPYAHHUYECTBA B LIEAOM H
CO3AaHME YCAOBH AASl MHTerparmn Poccnu ¢
Esponefickum coobinectsom. [To namemy
MHEHHIO, 3Ta IIporpamMma Gyaer HMeTDb
3HaYeHHe, BEIXOAMIILee 32 pamMku Baatuiickoro
pernona. OHa OPHBACYET AOIIOAHUTEABHHE
PECYPCH M PACIIMPHT BO3MOKHOCTY PETHOHA
B MHPOBO¥ TOPIOBA€ M IKOHOMMYECKON
koonepannH. [lockoAbky onpeaeseHHHIi
IyTh B TEOPETHYCCKOM OCO3HAHMH YIKE
TTPORAEH, MbI AOAXKHBI HA4aTb IIPEAMETHRIH,
OPHEHTHPOBAHHLII HA NTPAKTHYECKHE
AEHCTBHA, AURAOT.

Poccus - eAnHCTBEHHAA B MHpE CTPaHa, TAC
MMCIOTCA COOCTBEHHBIE 3aI1aCH 1 AAEPHOTO
TOINAMBA, ¥ THAPOPECYPCH, 1 HedTh, ¥ Ta3.
OAHMM H3 OCHOBHBIX IPUPOAHKX PECYPCOB
ABASETCA HAILA OKPYKAIOIIAN CPEAR, H €€
COXPAaHEHHE B YCAOBHAX HHTEHCHBHOM
3KCITAYATAIIMH, NpPeACTaBAkie coboii oAHy H3
MIEPBOOYEPEAHBIX 33A3Y YCTORIHBOTO
pasBuTHS perrona. Bucoknit HayuHbil 1
obpasoBareAbHbiH notenimas Camgr-
Ilerepbypra, mozBoaser Buectn B «CeBepHOE
H3M€PCHHC EC» AOCTATOYHO BRKHYIO
cocrapasonyio. o Hatemy MHeHHIO,
AOAXHA OBITh MPOAOAXKEHA PEaAU3ALINA
BHICOKOTEXHOAOTMYHHX pa3paboTok HayqHO~
HCCAEAOBATEABCTKHX yupemaeHui Cankr-
Herepbypra u Cepepo-3amaaa Poccun.

Ha natui B3rAsa, HEODXOAMMA ITOCTAHOBKA
BOIIPOCA 0 60AEE KOMITACKCHOM Pa3BHTHH
poccuiickoro CeBepo-3aiTasa B paMKax
nporpammul. CTaps 3aaa4y pasBUTHA
«CeBepHOTO M3MepeHHM, EBPOCOr03 AOAKEH
OCO3HABATD, YTO Oe3 MacIrTabHBHIX
naBecTini B Poccnro He oboirtics. Ham
Aymaetcs, uro poab EBPP, Esportefickoro
HWHBECTHIHOHHOTO 6anka 1 CepepHOTO
HMHBECTHIIMOHHOTO BaHKa B
HMHCTHTYLIHOHAABHBIX TIPOEKTAX AOAKHA, FIO
BO3MOMKHOCTH, YCHAHTBCA.

Mut Haseemca, uto CI'BM mpeaocrasnr
HOBHE BO3MOMHOCTH AASl IIPOABHIKCHHIA
npeanoxenuit Canxr-IlerepOypra,
MPEACTABACHHBIX AAl BRAIOYEHHS B
niporpammy «Ceseproe HMamepernen.

Baltinfo: Onupasce na Bamx Gorarsiii onsir
ABIAOMATHYECKOR KaphCpPhl, IOCOBETYRTE,
KaK, NO-BAINEMY, MOXKHO HCIIOAB3OBATH
CI'BM, xak MHOrOCTOPOHHMIH
MEKAYHAPOARBIH (POPYM, AAR TOTO ITOOBE
YBEAHYHTD BKAAA B YKPCHACHHE
Baammiickoro corpyAEH4ecTBa 1, B HEPBYIO
ouepeAb, B ornomeHnn CeBepo-3anaaubix
POCCHIiCKMX PErMOHOB?

Vauxaasuocts Corosa I'ocyaapers
BaaTuiickoro Mopa HEBO3MOMKHO
nepeonieHnTsb. C OAHO# CTOPOHH,
GOABIIMHCTBO YACHOB ITOM
MEKIPABHTEALCTBEHHO OPTaHH3aLMI

sxoant B EC, xpome Poccuu, Hoppernu u
Hcaanamu, 2 ¢ ApyToii CTOpPOHH,

yupeanteaeM u ydactaukom CI'6M, napabne
€O CTPaHAMU-YYaCTHHAMM, ABAACTCH
Esponetickas Komuccusa. B ycaosnsx
HHTEHCHBHOTO IPOLIECC ABYyCTOPOHHETO
coTpyaHmyecTsa B Baatuiickom pervone,
CI'BM MowueT n AOAKEH HIPATh POAB

3 PEKTHMBHOTO HHCTPYMEHTA AAA PeLieHHA
CTOAIINX HEPEA CTPAHAMH PETHOHA
Baamniickoro mopsa 3aaay.

[peacrabasieTcs, 9TO B HOBBIX YCAOBHAX
CI'BM moer craTbh BaKHEHIINM
HHCTPYMEHTOM COTPYAHHYECTBA, ECAH
[POBOAHMBIE 3TON OPTaHH3AIIMER BCTPEUH
MHHVICTPOB HHOCTPAHHHIX A€A H TAZB
NPaBUTEABCTB CTPAH-YIaCTHHII OYAYT
TIOCBALICHH aKTYaABHBM BOTIPOCAM PA3BUTHA
PerxoHoB.
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Streamlining Cooperation Between

Public Authorities and Civil Society

EXCLUSIVE BALTINFO INTERVIEW WITH ARNOLD RUUTEL, PRESIDENT OF ESTONIA

AND PATRON OF THE IV BALTIC SEA NGO FORUM IN PARNU 16-17 APRIL

Baltinfo: As Patron of the IV Baltic Sea
NGO Forum, how would you charac-
terise the present condition of civil society
in the Baltic Sea region? What is the role
of civil society — the Third Sector — in na-
tional or international affairs in the Baltic
Sea region?

President Riiiitel: To begin with, I would
like to express my thanks to the organisers
for having put this commendable idea
into practice. I have always highlighted
the importance of citizens’ associations in
society and deemed it necessary that their
the

process of a country should be enhanced.

participation in decision-making
Itis a power that first emerges in a country
at the grassroots level and then grows to
reach the international level; a power
which has now become an integral part of
the true nature of democratic societies.

The Baltic Sea region includes both so-
called “old” and “new” democracies — the
latter denoting countries where democrat-
ic institutions have been re-established
during the last fifteen years. It is obvious,
for example, that the Nordic Countries
can benefit from their long experience in
building a civil society. Yet today’s global-
ising world contains developments and
challenges that are new to all nations. The
first priority for the near future is to
streamline cooperation between citizens’
associations and the public sector, and to
lay solid foundations for this cooperation.
It is also necessary to promote social dia-
logue and to conclude a range of agree-

ments between diverse social partners.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 »

Arnold Rijiitel, President of Estonia,
believes that time is ripe for the Third
Sector — civil society — to become an in-

fluential partner in cooperation with the
public sector.

ST. PETERSBURG AND THE ENLARGED EU. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2.

Northern Dimension is aimed both at de-
veloping pan-European cooperation in
general, and at creating good conditions
for a gradual integration of Russia into
the European community. In our opin-
ion, the ND programme has significance
reaching beyond the BSR. It would at-
tract additional resources and widen the
potential of the region in the area of
world trade and economic cooperation.
This concept needs to be grasped mental-
ly and a dialogue should be initiated.
Russia is the only country in the world
that is rich in reserves of nuclear fuel and
hydro resources as well as oil and gas.
Preservation of the environment is a pre-
requisite for sustainable development of
the region. The high educational level of
St. Petersburg’s people can contribute sig-
nificantly to the ND policy. It is necessary
to continue the implementation of the
high technology projects launched at the
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research institutions of St. Petersburg and
the Russian North-West.
We assume it is timely to apply a more

the
framework of the ND policy, aimed at

comprehensive approach  within
developing the whole Russian North-
West. In implementing the European
Northern Dimension, the EU should be
aware that in order to achieve success one
must make investments in Russia. We
think that the role of the EBRD, EIB and
NIB in the regional projects should be in-
creased. We are hopeful that the CBSS
becomes instrumental in assisting St. Pe-
tersburg in bringing forward new propos-
als for the implementation of the EU
Northern Dimension policy.

Baltinfo: Referring to you solid diplo-
matic background, how do you think the
CBSS with its capacity as a multilateral
international forum should be used in or-

der to improve cooperation in the Baltic
Sea region, and especially in regard to the
Russian North-West regions?

Matvienko: It is difficult to overestimate
the uniqueness of the Council of the
Baltic Sea States. On the one hand, a ma-
jority of its members are in the EU (ex-
cluding only Iceland, Norway and Rus-
sia); on the other hand, the European
Commission is also among the founders
and members of the Council. Together
with a well-established process of bilateral
cooperation in the region, the CBSS
could and should assume the role of an
effective instrument for joint decisions
and actions for the sake of the member-
states. Under today’s new conditions the
CBSS could become such an instrument,
if it is able to address the most burning is-
sues of regional development both at the
ministerial and heads of government lev-

els.



“Challenges for Baltic Sea Civil Society in a

THE IV BALTIC SEA NGO FORUM, PARNU, ESTONIA 16-17 APRIL

Joanna Szewczyk of the Regional Information and Support Centre for NGOs in
Gdansk and Krzysztof Olendzki, Councellor at the Polish Embassy to Estonia, re-
ceived the NGO Forum “Baltic Sea Wave” on behalf of the Polish organisers of the
2005 NGO Forum.

FOCUSING ON COOPERATION and
partnership, the forum attracted over 250
representatives of NGOs, public institu-
tions and international organisations. Is-
sues included sustainable development,
civil security, social inclusion, local and
rural development, human rights, em-
ployment and development cooperation.
Seven different workshops analysed the
possibilities for starting thematic cooper-
ation networks, and concrete prepara-
tions were made.

The Baltic Sea NGO Forum process
emanates from a Danish NGO initiative
and meeting in 2001. The first Baltic Sea
NGO Forum was held in Liibeck, Ger-
many (2001), the second in St. Peters-
burg, Russia (2002) and the third in
Turku, Finland (2003). Commenting on
the topic, Arnold Riiiitel, President of Es-
tonia and patron of the forum, empha-
sised: “The Baltic Sea is indeed a region
with a large potential for development.
The forum offers an opportunity to see
the future prospects of the Baltic Sea for
development and cooperation in the en-
larging Europe, and also to share experi-
ences for supporting civil society outside
the European Unijon.“

INTERVIEW WITH ARNOLD RUUTEL, PRESIDENT OF ESTONIA. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5.

Baltinfo: With Estonia and nine other
countries just joining the EU, their civil
societies have also become part of the EU.
Could you give some examples of how
Estonian civil society can be included as a
partner in the EU?
President Riiiitel: In Estonia, an ex-
change of views on civil society has gath-
ered momentum both in state structures
and in non-governmental organisations,
notably during the last year and a half.
Our people take an active interest in the
Nordic countries’ experience gained in
this field.

‘We have launched a process of national
agreement in which our public sector,

business sector and the Third Sector — in-
cluding 50 organisations from across Es-
tonia — have been involved. We try to
shape our priorities concerning both Es-
tonia and the European Union through a
Forum of National Agreement and, in
this manner, to be an equal cooperation
partner. Estonia can definitely offer other
countries of the European Union the
lessons and experience that we have
gained during the transition from a total-
itarian system to a civil society while car-
rying out a wide range of reforms.

Baltinfo: In Germany and the Nordic
countries there is an established tradition

of state financing for NGOs. Estonia and
other Baltic Sea states have no such tradi-
tion. What, in your view, should guide
these governments when deciding on co-
operation with civil society?

President Riiiitel: During 50 years of oc-
cupation, true civic initiative was banned
and this form of cooperative movement,
which in Estonia had made great strides
before World War II, was eliminated. It is
understandable that the restoration has
taken time. In order to make society de-
velop in collaboration with all stakehold-
ers — both our public, private and third
sectors have needed time for renewed
growth.
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According to Anneli Uus, Project
Manager of the IV Baltic Sea NGO

Forum, the event stimulated numerous

partnerships across sectors and borders.

As noted by Kristiina Ojuland, Eston-
ian Minister of Foreign Affairs, in her wel-
come to the forum, the list of speakers was
quite impressive. It included Giampiero
Alhadeff, Director of Solidar and Chair of
the Civil Society Contact Group of the
Convention on the Future of Europe; Ly-
dia la Riviere-Zijdel, President of the Eu-

‘Changing Europe”

ropean Women’s Lobby, and Hannes
Lorenzen, Adviser to the Committee for
Agriculture and Rural Development at the
European Parliament. Outi Ojala, a
Finnish MP and representative of from
the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference,
made a progress report on the survey on
NGO legislation in the countries in the
Baltic Sea Region. The speeches and pre-
sentations of the forum can be found at

The NGO forum is hosted annually by
NGO:s of the country that holds the rotat-
ing CBSS Presidency. Organising a large-
scale international event such as the Baltic
Sea NGO Forum was an honour for Esto-
nia, and was also felt as a duty by the con-
tributing Estonian NGOs. However, the
organising committee would have appreci-
ated more explicit and tangible support
from the Estonian government in organis-
ing such a big and important event.

On 1 July 2004, Poland will take on
the CBSS Presidency, and it is expected
that a group of Polish NGOs will organ-
ise the 2005 forum in Poland. It is impor-
tant that the Polish organising committee
receives early and sufficient support from
the public sector, including embassies and

international institutions. The NGO Fo-
rum is not held merely in the interests of
civil society. The cooperation process and
event itself should be seen as equally im-
portant for governments.

A strong civil society that cooperates
closely with authorities at all levels, and
with the private sector, is key to further
democratic development in the Baltic Sea
region. Challenges posed by globalisation
are new to all nations. The EU enlarge-
ment increases the need for effective co-
operation on a regional level. With the fi-
nancial impetus given through EU mem-
bership, NGOs in the region can use the
forum process to develop partnerships
that are required to obtain EU funding.

Participants at the Pirnu forum gave
positive feedback, and the organisers can
be proud of the outcome. A final docu-
ment containing recommendations from
each workshop will be sent to the CBSS
Presidency.

Anneli Uus
Project Manager of the IV
Baltic Sea NGO Forum

Both the state authorities and non-gov-
ernmental organisations need to change
their way of thinking in order to cooper-
ate effectively. The bottom line is that one
must see ones counterpart as an equal
partner, and only then is it possible to dis-
cuss in detail if and how available funds
could be redistributed.

An important landmark was the en-
dorsement of a development concept for
Estonian civil society by the Riigikogu
(parliament) in December 2002, after
which a joint committee of ministries and
NGOs was set up. The Riigikogu has also
established a relevant group tasked to par-
ticipate in preparing a report on the de-
velopment of civil society, hear represen-
tatives of the joint committee working
with the government, conduct parliamen-
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tary supervision, and discuss as a round-
table the Riigikogu’s draft bills concern-
ing civil society and NGOs in general.
From other developments under way, I
would once again mention the Forum of
Estonian National Agreement, within the
framework of which topical issues are dis-
cussed and new ideas offered. But in addi-
tion, however, it is only natural that many
forms of civic initiative and public discus-
sion on a wide range of different topics
should exist in Estonia. These develop-
ments, which in the future will definitely
continue to deepen and gain more

ground, are most welcome.

Baltinfo: Using the momentum of the
Estonian CBSS Presidency and the NGO

Forum in Pirnu, do you see a specific role

for Estonia today in supporting further
development of civil society in the Baltic
Sea region?

President Riiiitel: The initiative to re-
establish a broad-based dialogue in order
to identify common interests of the peo-
ple, and to enhance trust and responsibili-
ty, has received increasing support from
entrepreneurs, employers and the Third
Sector alike. So far, 50 organisations have
acceded to the National Agreement. They
encompass hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple from all over Estonia. This is proof of
the interest in, and the need for, this kind
of cooperation. It is true that we are only
at the start of the long path that lies ahead.
Yet we have experience in this field al-
ready, which we could share with others.


Karin Dalberg

www.ngonet.ee/forum

Sustainable Development
in the Baltic Sea Region:

Challenges for Baltic 21

MAY 2004

24-25 Oslo, Norway
Task Force on Organised Crime (TF-OC), meeting

26-28 Saariselkd, Finland
Eurobaltic Civil Protection Project: Seminar
Towards 112 Cross-Border Cooperation

27-28 Reykjavik, Iceland
Comnmittee of Senior Officials (CSO) meeting in
Special Session

JUNE 2004
2-5 Palanga, Lithuania

Task Force on Communicable Disease Control —
6™ Nordic-Baltic Congress on Infectious Diseases.

3-4 Schwerin, Germany
CPMR-Baltic Sea Commission General Assembly

10-11 Greifswald, Germany
Agenda PhD 2010 - the Challenge of Common
PostGraduate (PhD)-Training in the Baltic Sea Area

14-15 Copenhagen, Denmark
2nd Meeting of the CBSS Ministers of Justice and
Interior

14-15 Berlin, Germany
Group of Senior Energy Officials (BASREC-
GSEO), meeting

14-15 Copenhagen, Denmark
Working Group on Youth Affairs (WGYA), meeting

15-16 Warsaw, Poland
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)
Secretary level meeting

18-19 Turku, Finland

Baltic Sea Chambers of Commerce Association
(BCCA) annual meeting

20 Laulasmaa, Estonia
Comnmittee of Senior Officials (CSO) meeting in
Special Session

21 Laulasmaa, Estonia
5 Baltic Sea States Summit

21 Laulasmaa, Estonia
CBSS Minister’s Deputies meeting

30 June-1 July Gothenburg, Sweden
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)
Standing Committee meeting

Balticsea.net

Your Gateway to the
Baltic Sea Region

We are
www.balticsea.net was launched on 16
April, during the IV Baltic Sea NGO Fo-
rum. This new portal provides a single

pleased to announce that

point of entry with easy access to all ma-
jor Baltic Sea regional organisations. Visit
us for up-to-date, accurate information

on events, news and contact persons.

THE BALTIC 21 STEERING BODY,
the Senior Officials Group (SOG) will
submit the new Baltic 21 strategy to the
Prime Ministers for their endorsement at
the Summit in Estonia on 21 June. Ac-
cording to the Baltic 21 main document,
adopted by the CBSS in 1998, “The
Prime Ministers of the Baltic Sea Region
should receive a progress report, includ-
ing a review of the progress of fulfilling
the set-up goals, approximately every 5%
year and for decision on any additional
action needed...”. This work, “to obtain
sector-overarching guidance and a new
mandate for the future work of Baltic
217, was also supported by the Environ-
ment Ministers of the Baltic Sea States in
the Declaration on Environment and
Sustainable Development (Luled, 2003).

Towards Sustainable development
The Baltic 21 report “Towards Sustain-
able Development in the Baltic Sea Re-

ion” delivers comprehensive information

about the region’s progress towards sus-
tainable development and challenges that
remain. Although the Baltic Sea region as
a whole performs well with its economic
indicators, a wide but narrowing gap re-
mains between the older and newer mar-
ket economies. Gaps in life expectancy
older

economies are narrowing as well. Signifi-

between and newer market
cant challenges remain in all sectors; one
example is controlling CO, emissions,
with rapid increases in automobile densi-
ty apparently offsetting gains in energy ef-

ficiency and renewable energy adoption.

Regional Identity
To build a strong regional identity in the
enlarged Europe, Baltic 21 proposes that
the nations of the Baltic Sea region realise
a vision of the region as an “Eco-Region”
— where “Eco” stands for both “Econo-
my” and “Ecology”, and where the social
dimension is strongly integrated. Baltic
21 can be instrumental in implementing

CHAIT

Berge Brende, Norwegian Minister of the Environment, chaired the Commission on

Sustainable Development’s 12t Session in New York on 14-30 April. To his right is
Marek Maciejowski, Head of the Baltic 21 Unit at the CBSS Secretariat.
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Karin Dalberg

www.balticsea.net
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this vision through its multi-stakeholder

cooperation.

New Strategy

The new strategy has four parts, all aim-
ing to support the Eco region concept.
Firstly, Baltic 21 seeks to establish a closer
relation to the CBSS. The role of Baltic
21 would be to promote integration of
sustainable development into regional
policy making in CBSS structures and
working bodies. It can also review region-
al trends and policies impacting the sus-
tainability of the region and suggest top-
ics for regional discussions, joint action,
or interaction with other bodies whose
policies affect the region.

Secondly, the Baltic 21 Sectors and
Spatial Planning stakeholders should
strengthen their involvement in cross-
sectoral work. Sectors and Spatial Plan-
ning should also continue to bring added
value to regional efforts for sustainable
development, with an emphasis on solv-
ing regional problems through cross-
sectoral cooperation. The Baltic 21 SOG
will use its muld-stakeholder, cross-
sectoral character as a forum for fostering
sustainability issues.

Thirdly, Baltic 21 will focus more on
demonstrating how sustainable develop-
ment can be implemented in practice. A
selected set of “Lighthouse Projects”
should be initiated. The projects would
be designed to ensure high visibility and
engaging as many participating countries
and sectors as possible in proving the
added value of sustainable development.
These projects should combine top-down
and bottom-up approaches.
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Fourthly, to achieve the above, Baltic
21 needs to create synergies among the
existing national and other funding
sources at the regional level to support the
Lighthouse Projects and other sustainable
development initiatives.

Baltic 21 is ready to make the process
more effective, more efficient and better
linked to other important regional initia-
tives.

A common vision
All Baltic 21 members agree that the goals
and visions laid down in the Nyborg Dec-
laration of June 1998 are still valid for the
region and in harmony with the principles
of the Rio and Johannesburg summits.
Streamlining of Baltic 21 activities is nec-
essary to keep sustainable development on
the political agenda and to show tangible
results. The main challenge for design of a

new policy and strategy is to find the best
focus for the Baltic 21 process. Baltic 21
needs to exploit more effectively its
uniqueness as an organisation providing
an equal footing for both intergovernmen-
tal and nongovernmental organisations

Valdis Bisters
Chairman of the Baltic 21
Senior Officials Group
Ministry of the Environment, Latvia
E-mail: valdis. bisters@uvidm.gov.lv
i Baltic 21 is proud to announce its
i new website that has been designed
! to be your comprehensive, yet user-
friendly gateway to the Baltic Sea re-
i gion’s work for sustainable develop-
ment. You are welcome to visit us at
www.baltic21.org!

i

Villu Reiljan, Estonian Minister of the Environment, at the Commission on Sustainable
Development’s 12 Session. To his right: Ulle Vaht, Head of the Baltic 21 Senior

Officials Group delegation from Estonia.


Karin Dalberg

www.baltic21.org

EuroFaculty Kaliningrad:
Pilot for Higher Education Reform in Russia

Baltinfo: EuroFaculty Kaliningrad (EF-K)
is one of the most successful initiatives
launched by the CBSS in recent years.
What lessons have been learned from the
activities during the first phase of the pro-
ject and what are the main achievements?
Vera Zabotkina: Now that the first phase
of the project has been successfully com-
pleted, I would like to thank most cor-
dially the CBSS for the initiative to
launch the EuroFaculty project at Kalin-
ingrad State University (KSU). Our spe-
cial thanks go to the donor countries:
Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway and
Germany.

The main objective of the first phase
was to thoroughly update the core cur-
riculum in law and economics at KSU
with the aim to bringing the degree
courses in these two areas in line with in-
ternational standards. Modernisation of
current curricula in law and economics
has been carried out and several new
courses have been developed. The Faculty
of Law has introduced such new courses
as Human Rights Protection in the Euro-
pean Court on Human Rights, Interna-
tional Company Law, an Internet course
on the International Protection of Hu-
man Rights, European law, the UN Con-
vention on International Sale of Goods,
the Law of International Trade (WTO
and EU) and Marine Law. The Depart-
ment of International and European Law
has been established at the Faculty of
Law. The Faculty of Economics has also
introduced several new courses: Multime-
dia Technologies in Marketing, Capital
Budgeting, Investment Management, and
Financial Management.

The Ministry of Education of the
Russian Federation has approved all the
changes in the modernised curricula. But
it is not changes per se that we are after -
we are trying to cultivate the European
view and to introduce a European dimen-
sion into the curriculum of our university.
KSU is actively involved in the Bologna

Process, which presupposes increased stu-

10

dent mobility. A revolutionary move
made within the project has been the de-
crease in the number of lecture hours
from 40 down to 25 hours per week dur-
ing the first years of training and down to
20 hours per week during the senior
training. This has increased the amount
of time for students to work indepen-
dently.

Additional language training for KSU
staff has been offered to ensure the neces-
sary preconditions for smooth communi-
cation with donor country colleagues and
to ensure the attainment of the project
objectives. KSU students and teachers
have been provided with enhanced access
to books, journals, other forms of com-
municating research results and other aca-
demic materials. A Learning Centre has
been set up at the Faculty of Economics.
It includes the reading hall, computer
labs, and a room for independent work by
students.

These figures illustrate EuroFaculty ac-
tivities:
¢ 20 teachers, 20 PhD students and more

than 25 undergraduate students have

participated in training programmes
abroad;

e modernisation of technical facilities
cost more than 100,000 Euro;

¢ enhancement of the library collection
amounted to more than 48,000 Euro;

* six methodology seminars and four in-
ternational conferences have been con-
ducted;

* a printing and publishing centre has
been established at the Faculty of Law.

All the students, teachers and adminis-
trative staff involved in the project have
benefited from the experience of cross-cul-
tural communication. The major lessons
we have learned are tolerance vis-a-vis
other cultures, cross-cultural communica-
tion and management skills. In this con-
nection let me remind you of Dosto-
evsky's famous saying that a real Russian is
open to all other cultures. We should im-

Vera Zabotkina, Vice-rector of

Kaliningrad State University, hopes to
see a many more EuroFaculty projects
develop in the Baltic Sea region, in-
cluding Russia.

plement this idea at KSU despite the fact
that for a long time Russia has been suffer-
ing from xenophobia.

Baltinfo: In December 2003, the Com-
mittee of Senior Officials of the CBSS de-
cided to prolong the project until 2007.
What are the main objectives for the sec-
ond phase?

Zabotkina: As was discussed at the Ex-
pert Meeting on 28 April at KSU, our
main goal is to include EF-K in main-
stream international cooperation in Eu-
rope and in mainstream education and
training in Russia. We are also focusing
on sustainability, network building and
cooperation. We hope to achieve these re-
sults through further curriculum develop-
ment at the Faculty of Law and the Facul-
ty of Economics, implementation of the
European Credit Transfer System, intro-
duction of the two-level system (Bachelor
and Master), introduction of the joint-de-
gree European standard certificate or es-
tablishment of a “Double Diploma” sys-
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tem, increasing the number of optional
courses and increasing research-based
teaching (to provide assistance to PhD
students).

Baltinfo: Sustainability of the project
after 2007 is the responsibility of the
Russian authorities. What kind of prac-
tical steps towards lasting sustainability
will be taken at KSU during the second
phase?

Zabotkina: The university is planning
to create a centre of legal technologies
and comparative jurisprudence, which
will be implementing the Bologna
process within the framework of the Eu-
roFaculty project. The Quality Assur-
ance Centre has already started its work:
two staff members are employed to audit
the quality of teaching at the Faculties of
Law and Economics. We are also work-
ing on the establishment of a special
chair for foreign languages covering
both faculties with a view to reforming
foreign-language teaching.

Baltinfo: It can be assumed that the pre-
sent international donors will gradually
decrease their contributions after the
second phase. What are your feelings re-
garding alternative financial support?
Zabotkina: We hope to receive more fi-
nancial support from observer countries
(the UK, the Netherlands, Italy and
France) and we expect more support
from the Russian government.

Baltinfo: What is your opinion regard-
ing the proposal to extend the EuroFac-
ulty project to other universities in the
region?
Zabotkina: We would be extremely
pleased to see an extension of the Euro-
Faculty project to other universities in
the region. It could set off a network and
a consortium of Russian universities in-
volved in EuroFaculty projects.

Non progredi est regredi — we are try-

ing to keep abreast of tomorrow’s world.
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The Northern Dimension
in an Enlarged Europe

A NORDIC COUNCIL THEME MEETING IN HELSINKI 14-15 APRIL 2004

SOME 300 PARLIAMENTARIANS
from the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) and the
European Parliament, as well as govern-
mental representatives and representatives
of international organisations gathered to
discuss issues of the second Northern Di-
mension Action Plan. Coordination of
work between the different regional or-
ganisations and strengthening the role
and support of parliamentarians for the
Northern Dimension (ND) were the two
main themes. Several speakers called for a
specific budget line for the ND.

Pat Cox, President of the European
Parliament, called the ND the laboratory
for EU-Russia relations, as illustrated by
the ND Environmental Programme
(NDEP) actions. He emphasised the im-
portance of keeping parliamentarians in-
volved in the ND work and maintained
that the European Parliament is commit-
ted to the ND and its actions. Paavo Lip-
ponen, Speaker of the Finnish Parlia-
ment, noted that the St. Petersburg waste-
water treatment plant was a very good ex-
ample of the importance of the ND. He
believed in future partnerships in areas
such as logistics, where sea traffic safety
and motorways are important factors and
where the interests of the EU and Russia
coincide.

Valentina Pivnenko, a Russian MP,
pointed out the importance of regional
organisations, especially CBSS, in supple-
menting the work of the ND, including
the NDEP. She noted that enlargement of
the EU paves the way for closer coopera-
tion within the framework of the North-
ern Dimension action plan. Ms. Piv-
nenko called for greater attention to
transport issues and joint electricity sup-
ply projects as well as closer cooperation
between small and medium-sized enter-
prises and organisations at the grassroots
level.

In a special session on the Partnership
in Public Health and Social Well being
participants called for a mechanism that

would coordinate the actions. For the
Partnership to function it will be neces-
sary to finance a small secretariat and co-
ordination tools such as a database and a
website. Reference was made to the CBSS
as a regional actor in the health field since
2000, when the Task Force on Commu-
nicable Diseases Control was set up.

In the session on Trafficking in Human
Beings in an Enlarged EU, Michael
Boolsen, Assistant National Commission-
er TF on Organised Crime, addressed the
session with a BSR perspective. The main
cause of this crime phenomenon in the
BSR is social deprivation. Law enforce-
ment action and social welfare pro-
grammes should go hand in hand when
trying to fight trafficking in human be-
ings. Outi Ojala, Head of the Finnish
Delegation to the Nordic Council, high-
lighted the extent of this problem; the
number of foreign prostitutes in Finland
alone is 10,000-15,000 and nearly all
prostitution is organised. Anita Johans-
son, a Swedish MD, stressed the impor-
tance of dealing with this huge problem.

In her concluding words Outi Ojala
stressed the need of parliamentarians to
co-operate in the ND region and give in-
put to the ND. In the Baltic Sea region
the CBSS has the largest number of
member states, and also has the European
Commission as a member. The CBSS has
been very active in the consulting and
drafting phase of the first and second
NDAPs. In relation to the CBSS there is
also a parliamentary dimension, the
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference
(BSPC). Stressing the need to avoid du-
plication, Ms. Ojala suggested that one of
the already existing organisations should
be developed into a parliamentarian ND
forum. The Nordic Council plans to hold
its next theme meeting in 2006.

Further Information, Nordic Council:
http://www.norden.org/tema2004/uk/
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After the Enlargement

nevitably, the issue occupying our

minds in the CBSS during the last

year or so has been the EU enlarge-
ment. The question has not been whether
the enlargement has any effect on our re-
gional organisation, but rather in which
way we need to rethink our mission in the
Baltic Sea region.

The Tallinn Declaration from the
Meeting of the CBSS Ministers of Econo-
my and Trade gives a partial reply to the
question. The importance of the matter
was highlighted through the decision of
the ministers to convene again as early as
the second half of this year to reflect on
the first experiences of the new situation

regarding economic cooperation.

nother important view is included
in this number of Baltinfo in the
orm of an interview with the
Governor of St. Petersburg, Ms Valentina
Matvienko. Governor Matvienko finds
that the enlargement gives fresh impetus to
the development of new industry and ser-
vice sectors, while phasing out outdated
and non-competitive sectors. On the
Northern Dimension concept Ms Matvi-
enko maintains that its aim is to develop
pan-European cooperation in general, and
to create conditions for a gradual integra-
tion of Russia into the European commu-
nity in particular: “..the ND programme
has significance reaching beyond the BSR.
It would attract additional resources and
widen the potential of the region in the
area of world trade and economic coopera-
tion. This concept needs to be mentally
grasped, and a dialogue should be initiat-
ed.”
On the role of the CBSS Ms
Matvienko refers to the fact that the exist-

ing system of Baltic Sea organisations and
subregional structures is guided by CBSS
decisions. Accordingly she believes that
the enlargement “would increase the sig-
nificance of the Council when it comes to
taking up topical issues of international
cooperation”. Furthermore, in her opin-
ion the CBSS could become an effective
instrument for joint decisions and ac-
tions, “if it is able to address the most
burning issues of regional development
both at the ministerial and heads of gov-
ernment levels”.

The ultimate authoritative position re-
garding future cooperation in the Baltic
Sea region and the role of the CBSS will
be formulated, of course, at the BSS
Heads of Government Summit in Laulas-
maa on 21 June 2004. It is an undisputed
fact that the Baltic Sea region is the most
dynamic region in Europe, and in many
ways a model of social and economic de-
velopment. It is to be expected that, based
on the favourable point of departure and
performance of the BSR, the heads of
government will continue to provide wise
guidance for the future work of the

CBSS.

t the IV Baltic Sea NGO Forum

on 16-17 April in Pirnu more

han 250 members of civil society
and public authorities plunged into de-
bates on the most pressing issues in our
region. Apart from the plenary session,
seven thematic workshops laid the
groundwork for concrete project coopera-
tion. The Estonian organisers deserve
heartfelt thanks for their professional grip
on the preparations and the event itself.
They can proudly pass the relay baton on
to their Polish colleagues. The NGO net-

work in the region and the Polish organis-
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ing committee will need solid backing
from the CBSS and other partners to en-
able it to hold a similarly important event
in 2005. Since the forums began in 2000,
the endeavour has proved to be a worth-
while exercise that unites various sectors
of society. Networks that emanate would
be part of the “CBSS family” and be well
placed to work closer with the numerous
CBSS intergovernmental bodies, groups
and partners.

It is worth noting that this year’s forum
had no language interpretation, meaning
that both speakers and participants had to
use their English skills. This — while lead-
ing to substantial savings — did not seem
to be a problem. I believe the use of a lin-
gua franca fosters contact and facilitates
follow-up of the forum across borders;
and English is, of course, the CBSS work-

ing language.

® E-mail cbss@cbss.st ® Internet hhg:/ /www.cbss.st

The newsletter is edited by the CBSS Secretariat ® Ambassador Hannu Halinen, Director ® Gry Tina Tinde, Senior Advisor
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