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Exclusive Baltinfo interview with
Kristiina Ojuland, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Estonia and
outgoing Chair of the CBSS.

Baltinfo: In your speech to the 12th min-
isterial session of the CBSS at Pori on 11
June, you remarked that the Council
would be facing new challenges this year
in connection with the enlargement of
the European Union. With the enlarge-
ment now a fait accompli, will the CBSS
manage, in your opinion, to meet these
challenges?
Kristiina Ojuland: I am confident that
“where there is a will, there is a way”. We
are really determined to further the inter-
ests of our peoples and businesses, we are
sure that we will be successful in our en-
deavours and will be able to use the ad-
vantages provided by the enlargement for
the promotion of the well-being of the
whole Baltic Sea region.

I think that the developments we have
seen during the past few months have
shown clearly that there are no weighty
negative effects of the enlargement. This
is illustrated, for example, by the rational
and well-functioning solution of the tran-
sit traffic to and from the Kaliningrad re-
gion. Those who were not so long ago
predicting the emergence of new dividing
lines, and no end to trouble and problems
with borders in our region, have had to
admit that they were seeing things in too
dark colours. I am confident that quite
soon we will be experiencing its positive
impact on cooperation both at the inter-
governmental and NGO levels.

Baltinfo: At the Pori ministerial meeting,
you presented the Estonian CBSS Presi-
dency programme. Do you consider that
the goals you set out to achieve during
your Presidency have been met success-
fully? With hindsight, is there anything
you would have done differently?
Ojuland: Looking back at the year of the
Estonian Presidency I do not think that
we should have done anything differently.

I would say that the long-term goals of
the CBSS, such as enhancing democratic
development and increasing competitive-
ness of the Baltic Sea region, cannot be
achieved within a day or even a year. Es-
tonia defined certain areas that would be
of special priority during our presidency. I
am convinced that most of the CBSS
Member States have the same priorities.
Moreover, the next Presidency – Poland –
has indicated that the priority areas for
the next year remain largely the same. 

Baltinfo: The 5th CBSS Trade and Econo-
my Ministerial meeting, held in Tallinn in
mid-April, is seen as one of the major
events of the Estonian Presidency. Are you
satisfied with the results of the meeting? 
Ojuland: The meeting of the ministers of
trade and economy was a future-orientat-
ed event where the ministers analysed the
prospects of economic cooperation in the
region. Discussions provided interesting
ideas on how the CBSS can contribute to
regional development and build upon
positive complementarities. It was, for in-
stance, suggested that the CBSS should
be the focal point for regional interests,
and that it should contribute to relevant
EU instruments and policies. The results
of the ministerial meeting will be reflect-
ed in the agenda for economic coopera-
tion in the CBSS and in the work of the
WGEC. 

Baltinfo: At Pori, you pledged to do your
utmost to ensure, during the Estonian
CBSS Presidency, progress on the issue of

Where there is a Will 
there is a Way
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On 1 July, Kristiina Ojuland, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Estonia, hands over
the CBSS Chairmanship to Poland.       
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protecting the Baltic Sea marine environ-
ment from threats posed by the rapid in-
crease in oil tanker traffic. Are you satis-
fied with the results to date? 
Ojuland: Ensuring maritime safety is a
long-term goal that requires efforts from
all the countries in the Baltic Sea region.
The Estonian chairmanship has done its
best to ensure inclusion of the item at var-
ious international fora. I am very happy
to note that this spring the IMO decided
to designate a large part of the Baltic Sea
as a Specially Sensitive Sea Area. Since last
autumn single hull tankers carrying heavy
grades of oil can no longer enter the ports
of EU countries. Maritime safety is also
an important issue on the agenda of the
5th Baltic Sea States Summit on 21 June
in Laulasmaa.

Baltinfo: You also indicated at Pori that
stepping up the fight against trafficking in
human beings was to be a priority for the
Estonian Presidency. Do you feel that re-
gional efforts to combat trafficking in hu-
man beings have been satisfactorily rein-
forced? 
Ojuland: Trafficking in human beings,
especially of women and children, is a se-
rious and growing problem not only in
our region. There are two main working
bodies in the Baltic Sea region working
on this issue. The Working Group on
Children at Risk has adopted the Plan of
Action on Unaccompanied and Traf-
ficked Children, and National Contact
Points to coordinate implementation of
the plan have been nominated by the
CBSS Member States.

A mapping of the scope and nature of
trafficking in women in the Baltic Sea re-
gion has been initiated by the expert
group under the Task Force on Organised
Crime and this should be followed by op-
erational work. However, increasing na-
tional as well as regional efforts are need-
ed to combat these crimes. Activities
should focus mainly on victim protec-
tion, legislative and preventive measures.

Baltinfo: The fourth annual Baltic Sea
NGO Forum took place in Estonia in
April this year. A progress report by the

BSPC Rapporteur Outi Ojala on NGO
legislation in CBSS Member States was
presented to the forum. Do you believe
the CBSS and its Member States should
do more to support NGO activities in the
region? 
Ojuland: The BSPC Rapporteur pointed
out possible areas for improvement. Ac-
cording to the progress report the three is-
sues of major concern for the NGOs are
the financial situation of NGOs, the pos-
sibility of their involvement in the deci-
sion-making process and their access to
information. The CBSS has increased its
cooperation with NGOs. The CBSS Pres-
idencies have supported the organising of
all four NGO forums to date. The CBSS
working bodies have discussed possibili-
ties for the increased involvement of civil
society in the regional intergovernmental
cooperation. For example, the Working
Group on Children at Risk is already co-
operating with NGOs working on child
support issues. Increased cooperation
could facilitate NGOs’ involvement in
the decision-making process and their ac-
cess to information.

Baltinfo: The office of the CBSS Com-
missioner on Democratic Development
was closed in December 2003. Do your
see other organisations, such as the Coun-
cil of Europe, the OSCE or the UN be-
coming more active in our region as a re-
sult? Can and should the CBSS handle re-
maining issues on its own?
Ojuland: The Office of the Commission-
er on Democratic Development per-
formed invaluable work in the area of
building up democratic institutions in the
new democracies of our region. Both
Commissioners – Helle Degn and her
predecessor Ole Espersen – made great
contributions to the development of our
societies. The member countries decided
to close the office as the societies in all the
member countries of the CBSS have been
recognised as market economies where
democratic institutions are functioning
reasonably well. And there are other or-
ganisations with their relevant mecha-
nisms active in the areas where support is
needed. Efforts to improve the situation

regarding democratic development are to
be applied by both individual countries
and international organisations, especially
the Council of Europe, OSCE and the
UN. Of course, relevant CBSS working
groups should carry on their work. 

Baltinfo: The Estonian CBSS Presidency
will be crowned on 21 June at Laulasmaa
by the 5th Baltic Sea States Summit meet-
ing of heads of government and the 1st

Meeting of CBSS Ministers’ Deputies.
What do you expect will be the main out-
comes from these events? 
Ojuland: The Baltic Sea States Summits
have always been meant to give an overall
political vision of the possible develop-
ments in the Baltic Sea region. At their 5th

Summit, the heads of government will dis-
cuss the future opportunities for regional
cooperation and the role of the CBSS after
the 2004 EU enlargement, and give a new
impetus to our cooperation.

The heads of government will address a
number of central issues of regional coop-
eration, such as economic cooperation
and infrastructure, maritime safety and
other environmental issues as well as
combating organised crime and commu-
nicable diseases.

Since the ministers of foreign affairs
decided at their last meeting in Pori not
to meet in 2004, they delegate the right
to take necessary organisational decisions
to their deputies.

Baltinfo: Have you any “words of wis-
dom” that you wish to say to your Polish
counterpart, who is set to take over from
you as Chair of the CBSS from 1 July? 
Ojuland: According to the old lagom tra-
dition of the Vikings, the warriors let a
horn or a big beaker go round and round,
and each had to decide how much to
drink out of it. If one took too little, the
others would have looked at him with
contempt; if one took too much, the oth-
ers would have been left without any
drink at all. Centuries later we find our-
selves united in modern lagom – sharing
the beaker among all nations in the Baltic
Sea region with mutual respect, responsi-
bility and understanding.

WHERE THERE IS A WILL THERE IS A WAY. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1.
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TRADE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE BALTIC SEA REGION:

EU Enlargement Expected to Have
Positive Impact on Kaliningrad 
EXCLUSIVE BALTINFO INTERVIEW WITH VLADIMIR G. EGOROV, 
HEAD OF ADMINISTRATION/GOVERNOR OF KALININGRAD OBLAST

Baltinfo: In many ways, Kaliningrad
Oblast’s particular geographical location
represents a special case both in the Russ-
ian Federation and vis-à-vis the states in
the Baltic Sea region. The Kaliningrad
area numbers roughly one million inhabi-
tants of whom about 400,000 live in the
city of Kaliningrad. Given the EU en-
largement, do you expect improved condi-
tions for cross-border cooperation and in-
creased economic links with the surround-
ing new EU Member States? Will the
Oblast adjust its external relations policy
towards partners in the Baltic Sea area?
Vladimir G. Egorov: Without doubt, the
EU enlargement will affect in a positive
way the development of economic ties of
the Oblast with European partners. This is
tied to a consistent implementation of the

arrangements between Russia and the EU
on the Kaliningrad topic. At present, 2/3
of the overall economic activities of the
Oblast are linked to EU members. We ex-
pect that the integration of the Kalin-
ingrad Region into the Baltic Sea area of
the EU economic space will increase. As
the result of the enlargement we have a
common border with the EU. However,
the changes of the political status of the
border should not affect our friendly rela-
tions with the Baltic Sea neighbours. We
welcome further steps to develop our rela-
tionship. At the same time, I would like to
emphasise that the Kaliningrad Oblast is a
specific Russian region, though enjoying
full rights. And our economic develop-
ment is fully dependant on appropriate
economic ties with the “Greater Russia”.
At present, our closest neighbours,
Lithuania and Poland, have understood
our concerns in this regard. One example
is the visa regime that was set up last year
with Lithuania and Poland, which turned
out to be testing for the local population.
Thanks to measures including the prepa-
ration of new agreements on mutual trav-
els and the strengthening of infrastructure
and staff in consular units, the transition
to the visa regime was quite smooth. It
also made it possible to introduce a sim-
plified procedure for issuing Lithuanian
and Polish visas to the local people, there-
by minimising possible social implications
of this problem. Against the background
of this experience I am hopeful that we
will be able to avoid new “dividing lines”
in the region.

Baltinfo: As you know, the “Kaliningrad”
topic has been on the CBSS agenda since
1993. The CBSS EuroFaculty project at
Kaliningrad University was launched in
2000, and last December it was prolonged
for three more years. We might also men-
tion the Ministerial session in Svetlogorsk
in March 2002, celebrating the 10th an-

niversary of CBSS, and there have been
several CSO meetings held in Kaliningrad
on various occasions (1993, 1999 and
2002).  CSO officials and Secretariat staff
have also visited the Oblast, and CBSS
publications have addressed Kaliningrad
topics. Taking into account the current
political changes in the region, what, in
your opinion, could and should the CBSS
focus on to improve regional cooperation,
especially, between the EU and EEA
members and the Russian North-West re-
gions?
Egorov: First of all, the potential of the
CBSS to implement specific multilateral
or bilateral projects has not been fully
used. The illustrative example is the CBSS
EuroFaculty Project, which is being im-
plemented in the Kaliningrad State Uni-
versity by a group of Western universities
with support from the Regional Authori-
ties and funding provided by Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Lithuania, Norway,
Poland and Sweden. The results of the
Project are highly appreciated not only by
the Regional Authorities and the local
community, but also by the Russian Min-
istry of Education. The added value of the
project to contribute to the ongoing edu-
cation reform in Russia was stressed at our
April meeting with the Expert Group on
the EuroFaculty Project and representa-
tives from the Russian Ministry of Educa-
tion. In our opinion, the EuroFaculty Pro-
ject is an example of a tangible contribu-
tion by the CBSS member-states to
spreading international educational stan-
dards to the Baltic Sea countries, inter alia
by creating an efficient funding facility
which differs markedly from the EU fi-
nancing machinery. The positive experi-
ence of the EuroFaculty funding scheme
could be used for implementing other pri-
ority fields of CBSS cooperation too. In
this connection, we assume that the idea

Vladimir Egorov is administrator of
Kaliningrad Oblast, the Russian exclave
that was an important topic at the 4th

Baltic Sea States Summit in St. Peters-
burg in 2002. 
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of setting up a financial facility for sub-re-
gional cooperation would still be of value. 

Baltinfo: The Kaliningrad Region is a
member of some of the CBSS-related sub-
state organisations, such as the Baltic Sea
States Subregional cooperation, Union of
the Baltic Cities (Kaliningrad and Balti-
jsk) and Baltic Sea Chambers of Com-
merce Association (Kaliningrad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry). In your view,
to what extent will the changes in the Eu-
ropean environment affect the level of in-
teraction of Kaliningrad Region with dif-
ferent organisations and structures in the
Baltic Sea region?
Egorov: The Regional Administration
sees Kaliningrad Oblast as part of the on-
going integration process in the Baltic Sea
region. It is obvious that this goal is reach-
able, based on the interaction of the Re-
gional Authorities with both the CBSS
structures and the sub-regional organisa-
tions. As a regional authority, we support
and encourage local authorities, NGOs
and different kinds of organisations in the
Oblast to participate in the Baltic Sea co-
operation network. The practice of hold-
ing events of different Baltic Sea forums
and organisations in the Kaliningrad
Oblast is very positive. The intention is to
organise the Baltic Development Forum
summit in Kaliningrad in 2005. We are
also considering a proposal to host a sub-
sequent Baltic Economic Forum. 

Baltinfo: It has not escaped our attention
that the overall economic and social con-
ditions in Kaliningrad Region have im-
proved considerably over the two past
years. It is no secret that most of the
CBSS Member States (in addition to Rus-
sia) have a special interest in being en-
gaged in the economic development of
the Oblast and in improving its business
and investment climate. The CBSS
Working Group on Economic Coopera-
tion has been discussing the possibility of
establishing a Business Support Group
for Kaliningrad – an issue which is not
yet concluded. Do you support in general
the possible creation of such a Business
Support Group, and in what way, and by
which means, do you think it could con-

tribute to the development of the Kalin-
ingrad Region? 
Egorov: One of the important goals the
Administration pursues in a follow-up of
the Federal Strategy on Socio-Economic
Development of the Oblast is the creation
of a necessary business infrastructure in
the Kaliningrad Oblast together with
moulding a competitive model of eco-
nomic development. Those goals are hard-
ly reachable unless entrepreneurship and
investment conditions in the Oblast are
duly improved. A lot of work has been
done in this field, and we have widely bor-
rowed relevant experience from our EU
neighbours. For example, Danish experts
were assisting us in working out a “Con-
cept of the Agricultural Development in
the Kaliningrad Oblast”. This concept fits
perfectly into the Federal Strategy on So-
cio-Economic Development of the
Oblast, and we will use it as a platform for
developing co-ordinated actions with our
foreign partners. At the same time, we as-
sume that multilateral support for the
Concept, including support from CBSS,
would significantly raise the efficacy of
our efforts. As to a Business Support
Group for Kaliningrad (BSG), this idea
needs more time to develop. At this stage,
it is still unclear how such an entity could
contribute to improving business and in-
vestment conditions in the Oblast. Such
an idea should attract support from the
Baltic Sea business community as well.  In
our view, a BSG could contribute to creat-
ing a correct perception in the Baltic Sea
countries of the policy the Russian Federal
and Regional Authorities are implement-
ing in the socio-economic development of
the Kaliningrad Oblast. Many foreign
politicians and businessmen, after visiting
Kaliningrad, have been astonished by the
difference between the positive develop-
ments taking place in Kaliningrad and the
misjudgements made about the Oblast in
their national media. 

Baltinfo: “Kaliningrad” is a theme that
recurs throughout the Northern Dimen-
sion Action Plan 2004–06. In the NDAP
it is assumed that the Northern Dimen-
sion activities are important in allowing
Kaliningrad to take full advantage of the

opportunities created by the EU enlarge-
ment. How do you assess the effectiveness
of the EU Northern Dimension policy to-
wards the Kaliningrad Oblast and the
Russian North-West regions as a whole?
Do you see areas where additional part-
nerships, besides the ND Environmental
Partnership and the ND Partnership on
Public Health and Social Well-being,
could be established in the region to pro-
mote cooperation with Russia?
Egorov: We are fully satisfied with the
place “Kaliningrad Oblast” occupies in
the NDAP II. This policy can be consid-
ered a common endeavour of the Region-
al Administration, the CBSS and the Eu-
ropean Commission. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the implementation of the NDAP in
regard to the Kaliningrad Region is not
sufficient. The majority of the ND pro-
jects were either implemented before the
Action Plan was set up, or were not a pri-
ority for the Kaliningrad Region. We are
hopeful that the establishment of partner-
ships within the framework of the ND
policy will continue, and that Russian par-
ticipants and institutions will be actively
involved. At present, the Russian Federa-
tion and the European Investment Bank,
which is a member of the ND Environ-
mental partnership, are working out a
joint Programme for cooperation. The
document envisages the earmarking of
funding not only for ecological projects,
but for the development of infrastructure
and the energy sector of Kaliningrad
Oblast as well. 

EU ENLARGEMENT TO HAVE POSITIVE IMPACT ON KALININGRAD DEVELOPMENT. CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3.
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up a financial facility for
sub-regional cooperation
would still be of value.”
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Baltinfo: The Kaliningrad Region enjoys
the status of a Special Economic Zone of
the Russian Federation, aimed at provid-
ing legal protection by the State for invest-
ments and business activities. This status,
as far as we understand, is very much con-
nected to the Federal Programme for the
Development of the Kaliningrad Region
until 2010. Do you think the Kaliningrad
Region would benefit if the vision of the
Baltic Sea region as a “Joint Investment
Area”, suggested by the Heads of Govern-
ment in 2002, came true? Can the Kalin-
ingrad Region, as a Special Economic
Zone, be considered as one of the ele-
ments of the Joint Investment Area con-
cept?
Egorov: The Administration, with support
from the Russian Government, is doing its
utmost to open the Oblast as wide as possi-
ble for cooperation with foreign partners
and investments. As you are aware, such a
fundamental approach was provided for in
the Federal Strategy on Socio-Economic
Development of Kaliningrad Oblast until
2010. Last year the influx of investment in-
creased significantly (by 70 % compared
with 2002). It now amounts to 15 billion
roubles, 18 % of which represents foreign
investment (amounting to 56.2 million
USD in 2003). The most prominent in-
vestors from the Baltic Sea region are Ger-
many, Lithuania and Poland. Currently, the
Regional Administration and the Federal
Authorities are working together on a new
version of the law on “The Special Eco-
nomic Zone in Kaliningrad Region”, tak-
ing into account both the state of affairs in
the economy and the intention of Russia to
joint the WTO. Our goal is to use this law
to attract investors to the Region, to widen
the economic potential of the Oblast, as
well as to create additional incentives for
economic activities. I believe that the afore-
mentioned measures fully correspond with
the spirit of the “Joint Investment Area”
concept. The Special Economic Zone of
the Kaliningrad Oblast could, in turn, be
considered a Russian contribution to the
“Joint Investment Area”.  

For more information about Kaliningrad,
see:
http://gov.kaliningrad.ru/en_intro.php3

▲

Karin Dalberg
http://gov.kaliningrad.ru/en_intro.php3

http://gov.kaliningrad.ru/en_intro.php3
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Students at the Sailors’ School on the masts of the ship
“Krusenstern” as it returns to its native port Kaliningrad after a
trip around the world. “Krusenstern” was built in Bremerhafen in
1926 but it is still one of  the fastest sail ships in the world.

Photo: Igor Zarembo
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THE INITIATIVE FOR a Northern e-
Dimension Action Plan (NeDAP) was
taken by the CBSS Heads of Government
when they met in Kolding (Denmark) in
April 2000 and called for “… initiatives
with the aim to develop and strengthen the
Baltic Sea region’s already leading position
in the IT sector…”.

The NeDAP for 2002–04 was adopted
at the meeting of the CBSS Information
Society Ministers in September 2001, and
was built upon the EU Northern Dimen-
sion plan, e-Europe and e-Europe +, as
well as some of the national and regional
e-initiatives. Its main goal was to strength-
en the Baltic Sea region’s position in the
information society and to offer a plat-
form and a tool for accelerating the devel-

opment of the Information Society in the
Northern Dimension region. Not least, it
was aimed at establishing closer coopera-
tion with one of the EU’s closest neigh-
bours, the Russian Federation. The imple-
mentation of NeDAP was carried out
through seven action lines with corre-
sponding working groups and co-ordinat-
ed by a steering group: the Senior Officials
on Information Society (the SOIS). 

Three projects (e-Skills, e-Karelia and e-
Indicators) were financed by the EU
TACIS Programme in 2002, and with two
projects in 2003: High-Speed Research
Networks and Interconnection and e-
Skills, phase II. In addition, a number of
studies and short-term projects have been
carried out (among others a feasibility

study on High Speed Research Networks
and Interconnection, and e-Skills/Russian
ICT graduates).

The Heads of Government aim to take
a decision on the prolongation of the
NeDAP for two more years (2005–06) at
the 5th Baltic Sea States Summit to be held
on 21 June 2004 in Laulasmaa (Estonia).
The new e-Action Plan will play an im-
portant role in the context of the enlarged
EU, and will be synchronised with the
Northern Dimension Action Plan
2004–06, the e-Europe 2005 Action Plan,
and will take the European Neighbour-
hood Policy into account. 

The NeDAP will remain a framework
for continuous dialogue on priorities for
cooperation in the field of Information

READY FOR TAKE-OFF: 

The New Northern e-Dimension
Action Plan 2005–06

Svetlana Vasilyeva, literature teacher in a Chernyakhovsk school, with her pupils at the Internet Centre of the Kaliningrad Region.
The Centre organises distant skill upgrading of teachers and is a source of new PC technologies also for the pupils.

Photo: Igor Zarembo
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Society. The approach will be horizontal,
aiming to add value by facilitating cross-
border cooperation on concrete activities.
The main objectives of NeDAP
2005–2006 are as follows:

• To accelerate the Northern Dimension
region’s development of the Information
Society

• To ensure closer cooperation between
the countries involved, taking into ac-
count the need for improved coopera-
tion between the EU and Russia

• To improve the environment for ICT
initiatives and investments.

The SOIS group will continue its staffing
and supervising activities under the
NeDAP; however some changes are envis-
aged with regard to the number and pro-
files of the action lines. The intention is to
continuously evaluate the Action Plan to
find optimal ways of continuing co-
operation between the participating coun-
tries in the ICT area, also beyond 2006.

JUNE
18 – 19 Turku, Finland
Baltic Sea Chambers of Commerce Association
(BCCA) annual meeting

20 Laulasmaa, Estonia
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) meeting in
Special Session

21 Laulasmaa, Estonia
5th Baltic Sea States Summit

21 Laulasmaa, Estonia
CBSS Ministers’ Deputies meeting

JULY
27 June – 4 July, Druskininkai, Lithuania
SHIP International Summer Academy: The Baltic
Sea Region in the New Europe

30 June – 1 July, Gothenburg, Sweden
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)
Standing Committee meeting.

5 – 11 Jurmala, Latvia
4th Youth Summer School: Cooperation of Russia
and the Baltic Sea States

AUGUST
25 – 26 Turku, Finland 
3rd ScanBalt Forum

29 – 31 Bergen, Norway
13th Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference (BSPC)

Baltic Sea Calendar 2004

One of the CBSS Special Participants, the Union of the Baltic Cities, has a network
of over 100 cities from 10 Baltic Sea region countries. Read about the organisa-
tion’s activities at www.ubc.net. Map: Nordregio

EUROBALTIC Programme
This CBSS programme in civil protection has created a website: 
http://eurobaltic.srv.se/. EUROBALTIC runs from 2003–05 with funding from
the EU/Interreg IIIB and CBSS countries. This autumn, EUROBALTIC events
include a seminar on a Coordinated 112 Alarm System Seminar in Saarisälskä,
Finland; a seminar on Regionalisation of Rescue Services in Porvoo, Finland
and a seminar on Floods Threats to Cultural Heritage in Arboga, Sweden. On
15–17 September in Vilnius, Lithuania, EUROBALTIC will report on its
achievements to the III Meeting of Directors-General of Civil Protection.

Karin Dalberg
http://eurobaltic.srv.se/.

http://eurobaltic.srv.se
Karin Dalberg
www.ubc.net.

www.ubc.net
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MEMBERS OF BOTH national and re-
gional parliaments will attend the confer-
ence, which is a major meeting place and
discussion forum for parliamentarians in
the region.

The programme will focus on three
main issues: 

Environmental challenges in the region:
Speakers will outline the problems of the
Baltic Sea stemming from pollution and
eutrophication from agriculture and fish-
eries.

Public Health and Social Wellbeing: Par-
ticipants can expect a status report and
debate on the Northern Dimension Part-
nership on Public Health and Social
Wellbeing. 

Civil Society: The BSPC has nominated
a Rapporteur on legislation on NGOs in
the region, who will present her report to
the conference. A representative of the IV
Baltic Sea NGO Forum will report on the
course of events at Pärnu, Estonia, in
April 2004.  

In addition, the BSPC will discuss its
own future on the basis of the resolution
from the 12th Conference in Oulu 2003,
when the Standing Committee was asked
“to strengthen the Baltic Sea Parliamen-
tary Conference as the parliamentary di-
mension of the CBSS”. Following this res-
olution, a number of initiatives have been
taken with the aim of institutionalising
the BSPC and allowing its Standing Com-
mittee to work on issues of importance
also between the annual conferences. 

According to tradition, the annual con-
ference receives a status report from the
CBSS. Mr Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz,
Foreign Minister of Poland, will take over
as Chairman of the CBSS from 1 July and
will give the CBSS report. 

Since the Oulu conference, the EU en-
largement has caused political changes in
Northern Europe. Eight of the 11 Baltic
Sea region countries are now EU mem-
bers, and two of these countries are close-

ly connected to the EU through the EEA
agreement. The BSPC builds bridges be-

tween Russian parliaments and parlia-
mentarians and their counterparts in the

BSR Parliamentarians Speak out 
on Sustainable Development
PREVIEW OF THE 13TH BALTIC SEA REGION PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE, 
29–31 AUGUST, BERGEN, NORWAY

Gennady Khripel (in front), Member of the Russian Council of Federation, and
Andrey Orgolaynen, Member of the State Duma, participated in the 26 April 
meeting of the BSPC Standing Committee in Oslo. Behind stands Nadezda 
Dakhova, Consultant at the Council of Federation.
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THE TASK FORCE on Organised
Crime in the Baltic Sea Region met in
Oslo on 24 and 25 May for its biannual
meeting. This meeting was also a prepara-
tory meeting for the Ministerial Meeting
on 14 and 15 June 2004 in Copenhagen
as well as for contributions from the Task
Force to the 5th Baltic Sea States Summit
on 21 June 2004 in Laulasmaa.

The Chairman of the Operative Com-
mittee gave a briefing and an update on
operative cooperation following im-
plementation of the new operative
structure which has been presented previ-
ously in BALTINFO. The Chairman’s re-
port is available on the Task Force web-
site.

At the Ministerial Meeting on 6–7
May 2002 in Lübeck and at the Fourth
Baltic Sea States Summit on 10 June
2002 in St. Petersburg, the Task Force
was requested to consider the future of
the Task Force cooperation, since the
mandate of the Task Force expires on 31
December 2004. This question has been
the subject of thorough deliberations at

several Task Force meetings. Based on
these deliberations the Task Force 
– recommends that the mandate of the

Task Force is prolonged for another
four-year period;

– proposes that the present base of the
Task Force with the Heads of Govern-
ment is retained;

– takes note of the German position on
transferring the political responsibility
of the Heads of Government to the
Ministers responsible for police cooper-
ation;

– encourages retaining a political govern-
ing body made up of personal represen-
tatives of the Heads of Government;

– supports retaining the present structure
with a secretariat provided by the coun-
try holding the chairmanship;

– proposes that all Member States bear
their own costs incurred in connection
with the work of the Task Force on Or-
ganised Crime in the Baltic Sea region.

This means that the Task Force is of
the opinion that there is a need for con-

tinuation of a law enforcement coopera-
tion forum within the Baltic Sea Region,
which can deal with problems concerning
organised crime specific to this region –
partly as a regional cooperation forum
within the European Union. In this con-
text the Task Force has placed special em-
phasis on the existing cooperation rela-
tions with Russian law enforcement au-
thorities, which function well. Moreover
it should be noted that the Task Force
agrees that the present informal coopera-
tion structures, which during the past
eight years have proved valuable, should
be retained.

The Task Force has also noted with ac-
clamation that Finland has taken up the
challenge of chairing the Task Force on
Organised Crime in the Baltic Sea region
provided that the Heads of Government
at the Summit agree that there is a need
for prolongation of the mandate.

The conclusions from the meeting are
available on the website: 
www.balticseataskforce.dk

THE TASK FORCE ON ORGANISED CRIME LOOKS TO THE FUTURE:

Finland to Take Over as Chair

region. The BSPC offers a platform for
debating issues that are of key significance
to the Northern Dimension and of im-
portance to parliamentarians in the re-
gion. 

Invitations to the annual conference
have been sent to all national and region-
al parliaments in the region and to about
30 observer organisations. 

For further information, please visit the
BSPC website: http://bspc.net/

Jan Petersen, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Norway, outlined his country’s priori-
ties in the Baltic Sea region at the BSPC
Standing Committee meeting in Oslo on
26 April. To his right is Kent Olsson, MP

of Sweden and Chairman of the
Standing Committee.

Karin Dalberg
http://bspc.net/

http://bspc.net
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As an intergovernmental forum the
CBSS handles economic co-
operation, investments and infra-

structure; cross-border cooperation and
regional development; the environment
and maritime safety; and it works to
strengthen civil society and civil security.
Without doubt, in the future the CBSS
needs to become even more flexible,
dynamic and innovative, to respond
promptly to new demands. Adaptation is
the name of the game. While – according
to the mandate given be the Heads of
Government in Kolding in 2000 – the
CBSS is encompassing all intergovern-
mental activities of the group of the
CBSS countries in the Baltic Sea region,
it is increasing its cooperation with the
Nordic Council of Ministers, the Barents
Euro-Arctic Council and the Arctic
Council. Together we are identifying and
enhancing the implementation of specific
priorities and projects.

The Northern Dimension (ND) vi-
sion, as described in the Second Northern
Dimension Action Plan, maintains that
the ND “is today a visible demonstration
of effective regional cooperation, contri-
buting to the overall welfare of the Euro-
pean Union and neighbouring areas. –
The Northern Dimension provides a
common framework for the promotion of
policy dialogue and concrete coopera-
tion”. The Northern Dimension is a EU
initiative, a part of the EU external policy,
with the European Commission in the
lead. The Action Plan stresses the active
participation of all national, regional and
local stakeholders, as well as the business
community and civil society in general.
Furthermore, the Action Plan states un-
equivocally that the strength of the
Northern Dimension will lie in the com-
bined impact of the activities of all part-

ners, including EU Member States and
partner countries, international and re-
gional financial institutions and bodies
and the private sector.

The CBSS has heeded the call already
in the preparation phase of the Second
Action Plan. The Action Plan reflects in
large part the views of the CBSS, as con-
veyed to the Commission in the frame-
work of a concerted contribution, dis-
playing the positions of CBSS working
bodies and structures. The CBSS retains
its role in the follow-up, monitoring and
implementation of the Action Plan, as
well. In this regard, the CBSS will deliver
another coordinated contribution of the
views around the Baltic Sea to the EU in
autumn 2004.

Several issues that the EU is consid-
ering are of high importance for the
Baltic Sea region – such as the Eu-

ropean Neighbourhood Policy (ENP), a
new financing instrument (European
Neighbourhood Instrument ENI), joint
action plans with Russia, security strategy
etc. On ENP, the European Commission
has tabled a strategy paper, together with
country-specific action plans, in May
2004. ENI will be applied within the next
budget period that starts in 2007, as a
part of the new EU external relations con-
cept. Neighbourhood issues, an integral
part of EU external activities, will in-
evitably also open new avenues for Baltic
Sea cooperation. The key question is how
to utilise the new opportunities in a sys-
tematic and consistent manner. The
Baltic Sea is not the Mediterranean; the
Northern Dimension is not the Barcelona
Process. The Baltic Sea states need to act
in a determined and innovative manner
in the EU to build up, promote and im-
plement cooperation programmes and

projects in northern Europe. This is not
only for the sake of the region, but it is
also in line with the national interests of
these countries.

Heads of Governments of the
CBSS countries convening at
the 5th Baltic Sea States Sum-

mit in Laulasmaa, Estonia, on 21 June
2004 are expected to take a fresh look at
Baltic Sea cooperation, explore a new vi-
sion for the years ahead and set bench-
marks that will help this vision become a
reality. In Laulasmaa, Estonia will hand
over the Presidency of the CBSS to
Poland. The Estonian Presidency covered
an exceptional period of events, which
showed that in many ways the original
CBSS mission has been accomplished.
Under Estonia’s leadership the stage has
been set for the next mission. Now the
great challenge for the Polish Presidency
is to launch a new mission, give it sub-
stance and guide it forward.

Thank you Estonia! Welcome Poland!

STRÖMSBORG DIRECT

Regional Cooperation Sets the Agenda

Hannu Halinen, Director of the 
CBSS Secretariat
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