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Starting point

A Focus on the role of municipalities in assisting migrant victims of traffigking
challenges in that rather than assistance provided by National Assistance System

A National expert meeting in Helsinki on 4 May & local meeting in Oulu 25 May 201

A Expert identified the main gaps, needs and solutions to be addressed

A But: Finland is currently in the process of restructuringdhganisatiorand provision ¢
social and health care servic8simpact on long term assistance in the future
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ACT ON THE RECEPTION OF PERSONS
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Migrants also have the right to:

Get support for returning to home
country voluntarily

Get advice and guidance on how to apply
for a residence permit

Apply for a residence permit on the
ground of being a victim of human
trafficking
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The integration

plan is drafted by the
municpality (migrant
services) or TE Office in
cooperation with the client to
make sure it responds to
their specific needs, skills
and circumstances.
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* ] PLAN OF ASSISTANCE

NGOs can provide
low-threshold and hands-on
assistance to victims of trafficking, eg. in
offering legal support, shelter services, providing peer
support or recreational activities, providing assistance in
running errands and providing social support and advice.

The municpality should draft a plan of
assistance for the vitim in cooperation with
the NAS which is to be updated regularly
based on the changes In the victim’s
circumstances and needs.

Municipalities can  apply for
reimbursement of costs of providing medical
and social services, interpretation services and for
ensuring the safety of victims of trafficking from
the State via ELY Centres.

The role of municipal child welfare services
is crucial when the trafficking victim is a
child. if the child is unaccompanied, s/he

will be given a legal representrtative.
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2 GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS MUNICIPALITIES NGOs

; Ministry of Social Affairs and Health Victim Support Finland
Employment and Economic Development Offices (TE Offices) L . . . Pro-tukipiste

2 Centres for Economic Development, Transport and the Environment (ELY Centres) Association of Finnish Local and Regional Authorities The Finnish Refugee Advice Centre

National Assistance System for Victims of Human Trafficking MONIKA — Multicultural Women’s Association




— Promising practices

A Some municipalities, such as Vantaa and Helsinki, have
specialised social workers who are mainly responsible for
assisting victims of trafficking to ensure that same people gain
experience in working with this particular client group. This also
facilitates better access to long term assistance and integration
services.

A NGO Victim Support Finland has facilitated the work to form
local networks against human trafficking in Turku, Vaasa, Kuopid
Oulu and Tampere to improve the level of awareness on human
trafficking in different parts of Finland, to share experiences and
to better coordinate the local work against human trafficking.
This has allowed improved cooperation at local level.



Recommendations

Close cooperation between the itis crucial for the victims ~ ~areness on human trafficking in the
municipality and the National 10 receive low threshold municipalities should be increased and
Assistance System for Victims concrete and handsn ’ municipalities should be encouraged to

of Trafficking is needed to services from local actors, provide special services for victims and to
ensure that the services are which include municipal apply for compensation from the State for
continued without disruptions actors, local authorities providing theseThe Ministry of Social Affair
and meet the needs of the NGOs and religious ’ and Health should issue guidance to
individual and his/her situation organisations. municipalities for the application of

and circumstances. legislation on assistance to THB victims.







